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the people and princes of India. His Royal Highness
the Duke of Edinburgh's progress touched chords
in the oriental imagination which had lain mute since
the overthrow of the Dehli throne, and called forth
an outburst of loyalty such as had never before been
awakened in the history of our rule. It was the seal
of peace ; an act of oblivion for the struggle which
placed India under the Crown, and for the painful
memories which that struggle left behind. It has
proved the harbinger of a visit more stately and
more august, and destined to produce a still deeper
effect on the Indian heart.

In his ceremonial as in his official duties, the
Earl of Mayo had the ease of conscious strength!
His noble courtesies, the splendour of his hospitality,
and his magnificence of life, seemed in him only a
natural complement of rare administrative power.
The most charming of Indian novels,1 in touching
off the ideal of the head of Indian society, uncon-
sciously delineates Lord Mayo. But indeed^ it would
be almost impossible to draw a great Indian Viceroy
in his social aspects without the sketch insensibly
growing into his portrait Alike in the cabinet and
the drawing-room there was the same calm kindness
and completeness. Each chief of the Government
from whom I have received materials for this book,
writes of him as if he had taken a special interest
in, and possessed a special knowledge of, his parti-
cular department Mr. Fitzjames Stephen, not given
to hero-worship, the Councillor in whose department

1 Dustypore, by H, S. C.